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THR LOGISTIC SUPPLY OF VC/PAVH FORCES

A. Daily Supply Bequirements

VC/PAVH cowbat forces in South Vietnam vere estimated oo 24 Febwusry 1966
st approximately 72,500 men, including 12,500 PAVE, 43,000 VC in the main force,
snd sbout 17,000 VC 4n SORSISLE coppanties snd platoons in the local forces. Only
the 55,500 troope {131 battalion egquivnlents of 500 wen esch) of the main force
are believed to recetve signiffcant Logistical support frow externa) sources.
Therefore, the logistic requirements for both external and intermal support dis-
cussed in this etuly pertein only to the 111 VO/PAVN main force battalions. The
logistic impact of the introduction of 120-mm morters into main force units and
the uze of PAVH mxtisirerai‘t artillery ;miﬁ in Scuth Vietnar 1s net considered
in detall in the following discussion. Taking such fmetors into consideration
would require fleld remiw on ordnence expenditure which iz not yet.‘ available .

The logistic requiresents for three possidle situstions arve considered:
(1} the present level of the mein force and the presems level of combot, in which
esch battalion is mesumed to Fight sbout opce in every 35 deys; {2) the mresent
level of the maln force end secalated carbet in which ssck battslion is assumed
to fight once in every T doys; and (3) the main force incressed to 155 battalione
each of vhich ig ongaged in copbat once in every 3 dsys. The level of cosbet
woder the fivet situption iz that yrevailing during wost of 1565. Under each

situation s battalion iz asswred to expend one~third of its basic load of
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asanitios during each dsy of combat. Yhe estimated basfc loed of emmmmition of
s VO infantry battaliom is 7.0 tons. The vespons of the bettalion include riflea,
carbines, light machine ganfessanit guns, 12.7 - mochine guns, 5T me: recoillecs
rifies, 40 mn rocket lavmchers, 60/61 w worters, end 81/82 me mortars. Of the
totel basic load of 7.9 tons of mwamition, zwore then 4.2 tonz ore required for
the 12.7 mm mechine gane. The remaining 3 tons are fairly well dlstributed emong
the other weapmms crganic to the bettalion. The masber of rounds per wespon
veries from 5 for sach rocket launcher asd 40 for each rifle and carbine to 1,760
for each 12.7 me pechine gun wl 2,160 Tar each light mackine gm. This does not
seex %o be & pertimisrly gepercus sesmmition allowence.
mmgcwmmm/?mﬂmrwmtmwm

the wrions seausptions listed above mre summarized in the following tables:

A2
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A.M " '.a‘v o ;,v. ,“, 2" -
b. Each battalim Wincmhatminmﬁﬁm
. Caleglsted on besis of 2 rounds of fool per man per day, kaoe fras capturel
documents to be Paming fgoe.

Gatersnsior

augpites only.
2. The 17,000 W iu the locel forces reguive an sdfitional 20.5 tone of logistic
WmWaﬁmmvm mmmsmmwm
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Class II {Quartermoster) 2.84 23.0 5.3
and Claps IV (Weepons) o 3 =
Class XIT (POL) 1.5 Bagl. 1.3
Clase Vv {Ampmunition) Hogl, ¥1.7 k1,7

Total 2:7¢/ 6.1 ; 124
b Hach metiriio Lo engleod o e e S e
. . : in combat opce in & T e
€ %mxmmtmmisaf«?;m@mermﬁmy.
4. Quardernster supplies only.
#a

The 17,000 VC in the local Torces require an adiditionsl 31.3 tons of logistic

surrort freom sources within Bouth Vietnem.

Table 3
/
‘ Pegquivements Suppiied  Bequiresents Supplied
From Bources Within Froe Sources Outaide Total

Class of Supply —.Sosth Vietpan __ _ of South Vietnam  Requiraents
Class I (Food) 7.5 ¢/ Negl. 715
Class IX (Quartermaster) 5.5 &/ 35.6 B1.1
ard Clase IV (Weapons)
Clags III (POL) 1.9 Hegl. 1.5
Clams V {Assmnition) Tegl. 135.9 135.¢

Total 849 ¢ i7.5 2561
a. 155 bettalione (116 VO, <o p AT o T R
b. Eath battalios is * in et onee in every 3 daoys.

G
aﬂ

Ealewdeted on the bagis of 2 pounds of foold per mmn per day.

ml& .

Gmrtersaster supplies
©. Toe 17,000 VC in the local forces require an additicmel 48.0 toms of logistic

support from sources vithin South Vietnom.

A
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The total requirement for logistic support for the VC/PAVK mein foree
unler the pmesent lsvel of fighting is estimated to be adbout TO toms per day,
vith somswhat less then 60 tons reguired from scurces within South Vietnam and
about 12 tone ar 17 percent of the total reguired from externsl sources. The in-
ternsl requiresent is mafe up primarily of food snd the extersal requirement mwri-
sparily of weapons anf ammmition. I? the force level remelns the same, but the
level of {ighting escelates to once in seven dgys, the total loglstic requirerent
incressss to about 125 tons per day with about 60 tone veguired from internal
sources and nearly 65 tons or moge then 50 percent of the total fyom external
sources. A bulldup of VC/PAVH forces to 155 battalions and an incyense in the
level of Tighting to omee im every thyee days would bring sbout a substential in-
creses in dependence on extermal sources for logistic mygport. Under these clr-
cumetanoes the total requirsmant vould incresse to mare than 255 tons per day
with sbout 35 tons requtred frow imternnl sourced ond mare then 170 tome or two-
thixde of the total from extercal sources. Bven if the pwesenf scale of fighting
and the present force 4o not increase sigailficantly, there are indlcstions thet
the regquivement for externsl logletic support vill incresse gradually during
1966, hecnuse of the introducticn of heavy mortars in meln fovce units and the
mited use of PAVY satiatreraft artillery upits. Under these circwstances the
logietic veguirement Tor the rresent force might increase to mave tham 12 tons
yer day. The 12 toms per day is Losed eseentially on the experience of 1965,

it if o ssmmptions sboud cmmunition expanditure for heavy weanpoms change,

5
i
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this figure might double. The following tstulatics suwmmrizes in rounded foym the

teal requivenents Flgwes under the variovs sssumptions discussed sbove:

111 battalicme 58 53 12 17 T
{cuzrert level of combat)

111 battelicns 6o 48 o 50 15
{combat anoe in 7 dsys)

155 battalions 85 33 171 &7 frtss

{conmt once in 3 days)

B. Bffect of s Demial of Supplies froe: Sources Within South Vietnsu

A complate denlisl of supplies frae sources wvithin Sopth Vietnen is d4fTiculs
to imogine, Tut 1f it were to cccur the Copmmmlzie vould essentially be required
to ahip into the country svbstantial topnppes of food eack day in eddition to the
lerge amounts of weapons and axpamition already requirved. Quartermsster supplles
and POL would present fov yroblems becsuse the apownts required would be relatively
semll. On an somupl basis the additionel Food required would range from about
20,000 to 28,000 tans, under the three cages considered above. These tonoages are
not large in comperison to the anpual svalladility of rice in North Vietnem,
smounting to less than one percent of the total. Thus it seems feasible to assume
thet the Horth Vietnamese could moke svellable the addltiomel food required.
Moving the food to South Vietnonm on u sustuined and predictable basis, hovever,
wight be snother metter, slthough the total logistic support required even under
the most extensive scale of cortat pwesented above 1z still within the estimated

capicity of the overlsnd supply route thraugh laos.

A6
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The overland movemert of the required tonmeges fras North Vietnan to
the border of South Vietnom le restricted by the capacily of the routes in the
Lootisn Poshaodls ratber than by the cupaclty of the routes in the southern part
of Terth Vietnom. &:mrmiﬁ?‘mmmmmmﬁmm,mmmie
meted present dry sesson capecity of 50 tons per 3oy, reduced fyam 600 tons per
day in April 1965 es & yesult of the US/OVY air attecks. The capacity of route
188 ledding to the Lace boxder porth of the Demarcation Line is presently 100
tons per dey. Over these two ronds alage nt least 550 sone per day can presently
be daliveved o the Laotisn border.

Fresent roed capecitiss within Lacs are such thet 450 tome delivered
to Mu Cfe Paps cen be moved over routes 12, 23, 911, sad 9 to Ban Domg where
route 92 Joins youte 9. Ap additionsl 100 toms cin e delivered to Bon Dong
around the end of the Demilitarined Tone (DMZ) from the end of route 102. Thus
the Comamists can pesently deliver 550 tome daily to Ban Domg at the Junction
of rastes 9 and 92. ¥From this point 00 tons per day can de moved south on route
92 %o the jwetion with route 922 ower which 200 tons paxr day can be moved tousyd
the South Vietnwrese border. Infore resching this point 50 tons per day can be
150 tons can be poved fwrther sowth on o segment of roube 62 with a commclity of

150 tae per doy snd then over routes 523, 96, and 165 to the border of South
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Vietnosi. Thue the pesent throughput caperity of the routes In the laotinn Pan-

bacdle appessw to be sbout 400 tons per dny. However, becsuse of the comserwative

nuture of the Fﬁﬁxﬂﬂhﬁgtﬁﬁ&fﬁrcqmmmnm;thaauwaanﬁtapmﬁthm

1t iz quite yousitle that more then 400 toms per day can be delivewed on o sus-

talned basis to within s fov miles of the South Vietnmmes border if e Commmists

sekis an all cul effort.

it 1s expected thot nev sceess rontes frow North Viebnss and Isos ioto
South Vietnam will be constructed in 1966. 'hese routes will emhance the infil-
tration throghpet capability by providing a more diverse choice of routes. A
wow road vas obeerved wder construction in late Jenmwary in o northessterly
dtrection frow route 911, This road may eventusily became mnother border cross-
ing bebvesn North Vietoarn and Isop pooth of Mo Gla Poss. Furtber scuth rood com-
struction hes been undervay between Chovane on route 165 and route 16 east of
Attopeu. Recent trmck setivity indicates that the work woy have bheen ccmpleted,
thus providing about 50 miles of motoreble rced further sowth oo the supply route.
Faodography of late Jamwxy and enrly Felwuary alsc indfcated that <learing opera-
tions weve bLeing conducted at o yapid rate southeast of route 16. If this vork

continued at the sare rade as in early February, a road would heve been open o

the Cambodfen bandar in the tri-bowder ares (Camdbodin, lace, and South Vietnanm)

by the last week in February. The lsgeowmsent of & route intc this area is

ancther indicator of the increased activity in the Lectias Pephendle in suppords

of Communist supply smovements to South Vietnas.

4-8
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Comsidering the present and projected level of comstruction and inter-
dfction in the Pahmodle 1t is estimsted that the mwactical throughput capecity
of the Lactian rowtes will be in the range of LOO to 700 tons at the end of 1960
sod thet the Commmists will be adble to susteln s movement of at least 400 tons
per day to the end of route 165 or Purther scuth to route 16 sad beyond if they 8o
desire. On an all vesatber houis the Communists are mesently sbls to move
ebout 100 tons per dsy toward the border of South Vietnms, 50 tons at the end of
roote G20, and 5O tows zt the epd of route 165. IT it is ssewed thet %00 toms
por day can be moved forwnad during the 180-dsy dry seeson end 100 touns per day
duwring the 100-duy relny season, an overage of 250 tons per day can be moved for-
ward on an sl hasis.

It shoald be pointed out thet these road capecity estismsies zre for
mmmw&e@atm%mgmxm,mmmmmwmm
for syseh roverenta or various fleld expedients that the Comuntste beve often
suployed in the past. For example, when short terw operstional moves of 3 or b
fmmc;mmeammmcmzwmmummm. In geaoeral
it shomld be kept in mind that read capeciity estinmetes tend to err cn the Iow
#ide and that all the capecily Tigures previcusly cited ave at best ouly vy
rough aspprosimations of the utilization which the Coummisis con meke of the clted
routes.

mmmmwwwmmmgm

rosd network both in Narth Vietnar and 4n Leos. Only ove waterway in Luos, the
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Se Xong River, is Jmown to be used to any extent as rart of an infiltretion route,
slthough the aligwment of other watervays, the Se Beng Hieng, the Se TPome, and
the Bong Ben Bal, mekes them suspect infiltretion routes. Asrial photograghy
wm&mm@msmmmwmw%@mmmmm@e 165
lemves the river hes re?eal.eé watervey improvements, native craft on the river,
and portages of difficult sections. This weterwvmy ishavigeble by cances through-
out the year, tut mﬁﬁemmmmﬁmmmﬁy-mnmedsme
the completion of persllel route 96. The Song Ben Hai/Reo Thanh watervay in the
IMZ forms the border between North and South Vietnsm. Although iafiltration of
mersomel across this river hes been reported, mmmtﬁix;n of supplies has not
been obeerved. Use by cances of this veterway throughout the year for lateral
novement within the 1M to interior tracks, treils, and tributery stresms provid-
ing access to South Vietnam ig possihle, hovever. Estimetes of the cepmeity of
these varicus votervays ore extremely temwus, ranging gensrally from 25 to 50
tone per day during the dry season t0 50 to 500 tons per day dwriug the ralny sea-
gon. At best the Inlend waterwoys can be used to supplement $*m';;1ms of the rond
satvork but camnot be used for through novements.

In general, it moy be concluded that the currenmt and projected dry
sesacn carpacity of the route systen through Leos is much more thon sdequate 4o
provide for the smount of tonnage regquired by Commmist wein force units in South
Tm, smifthe&ewla;‘maee forces incresses by nearly 40 percent and

the intsneity of ccmbab yeaches a scale of more thon 10 times its present level.

A-30
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2. fes
The capacily of the ses {ofiltrstion routew From Horth Vietsan to

Btk Vietnan csnnot be gueantifed with even s much precision ss the lend route
through Laos. Although sea infiltretion has provided an important mesns of supply
0 the Yiet Cong in the pust, the sporafiic nature of ses movements, the infrequency
of detection, and the smnl) mwber of voyages by any given craft in the course of
a year, ntke 1t very difficult to establish even a theoretical order of magnitude
for sulpwents by ses, lat along the smonnts sctually moving.

The Level
We belisve that 3 sea infiltretion le-erewenbby-balsdos

Aai Lo %:ﬁ; seduecd miwers Hhe aveeplisn
gﬁ.n betvesn North and South Vietnemy

’- US M Mdgﬁu-‘tmm ﬁé(@ﬁ»&awau‘fﬁ&ﬁﬂ%%
Aauuﬁ%gf | ly e et & ‘ fuked o

s wei . PBecnuse

of the pagnitude of the US Mazhet Time operwtiocn it is probable thot some Infil-
treting vessels would beve been intercertad if the Rorth Vietusmese vere aﬁkina
a concerted effort to move suppiies in this memmer. As of Novewber 19565 it was
sstivated with 95 percent confidence that upder the current scope of the Mavhei
Tixe opevation caly one fnfiltretion orsft could escape detection each day and
3 ereft each night. I 15 smell craft were sctuslly able to get through the
Plockade during each Zh-hour period and esch creft csrried sbout % toms of sup-
ym@mmtmmmmaemuummmamm. With each
eraft moking one trip & month between Mowth Vietnmm andt South Vietnar, sbout h50

eruft would be iavolved. Steel-bulled ships or the larger junks used for

A={1
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infiltretion could oerry 50 4o 100 tans per trip. Been an occasionsl successful
dslivery Ly o ship of this type would add substentially to the awourd of metarisl
teing fnfiltrated. I the Coesmniets mede o determiced ool comcarted effart %o
infiltrete suppliss by sea, however, they would have $o be williag to ran the
risk of smperiemcing substantisl lossen.

It can be concluded that the capacity of the ses roube In the shart
ft@ummmmmmcmmmmmﬁ. Ovayr the long heul,
homaver, this ohpecity is limited by the morber of craft and trained crews avail.
m,wwmmmcmammmmmmmwcmm,
crevs ‘euptured ond killed, and supplies lost during infiltration sttempts. Our
Harket Time opgration bas Incrensed this potentisl cost inzensely and probably
will contime to discouroge the Comeamists from mmking any serious attespts st
large-scale ses Lafilizetion ss long es sufTiclent amtunts of supplles can be
soved south on the land route through Iecs end legser amounis can be moved along

land cr ses routes from Cmrbodin.

A-12
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3. Cambodie

If the Cowbodian govermeent were to permit the use of its territory
to support Comsmist milftary activities in South Vietnam, the Comemnists would
m;nhzomaWMmmmmmmmmmmwmh
Vietoas. This supply gystes would hove the capactty to move the additional
1,200 tone of rdlitary supplies wbich it is estimsted could be handled deily Wy
the port of Sihancukville. During 1964, this part handled about 500,000 tons of
vhich 220,000 tons vere Jmports. Consibering nowmal port operations ondy, it
iz estionted that the port could bandle odditionsl fmports of &b lssst 450,000
tons per yeur, or an average of sbout 1,200 tous per day. This figere could be
inoreased by intensified operation. Ian adlitfon to the major port of Bihanouk-
ville, Copbodin has three minar ports hich axe used wostly for Pishing and

neval getfivities. A small sdditionel amount of tonnage could be delivered st

A3
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these ports, tut only one of them can scoormndate omell oceangodng shipe.
emmammmmmmﬁmmmmwmm-
m,memmmmwmgm%mmmmm&m
Amnmmgmzmwmgmmmmwﬁmwsmfwama
five years, but & mumber of mujor bridges md moet of the tracklaying on the 160-
=ile route rewmaln to be completed. Capbodls is estimgtod to possess shout 10,000
tTwucks, asd miwe eomld ensily be fmported.

Tos roods lesding out of Sihanoukville hove o grester capscity then
the port iteell and could easily bardle 1,200 tone of nilitary supplies fTor ehlyp-
ment Lo South Vietnms. Two roads could be used to clear Sihenoukville: (1) the
Bfhwncokville-Phanon Pesh American Priendship bigwey, snd (2) the coestel route
dfrent to South Vietnas. The direct fngact of the use of these routes would be
simest wholly in the southers paxt of South Vietmon, particulsrly in the Hekong

The 14S-mile Sitancukville-Fhocs Penh Anerican Priendshiy highwny,

é‘soo

. 7 000

route h, mmamiww&atmmwmmmmw
por diy In the yalny sssson, iz the major route avellable to clear the port.

Frox Phnos Yerh, supplies cmald be moved Yo either highvwey or inlend waterwsy io
MM?WME' The best route, bowver, is bighwmy route 1,

wiich lsuds to the cres faclng Tay Winh Province. Route 1 hes 2 ompacity of 3,600

toos ey duy In the dry sesson and 1,550 tone per day In the raloy secson. The

wovessnt of 1,200 tone dally from Sthenoukville to the bopder on this route

A-1¢
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somme There ave also two Toutes thet cxtend north frow the Puwm Peuh sres and
Wum'm?,m@gmmmwwwﬁmmm.
These routes hove Maer caracities than wate 1, especinlly in the rainy sesson,
mmm&«mwm&mmmﬁw P Phooe Tooh, fro slightly suwwrior
renghos extend 3o the bowder of Kien Clang and Chou Doc jwovinces. At lesst 1,200
tons per day could he woved over these two routes thraughout the year. The
,dgfﬂ loss Then.
oometal road fros Sibanaikvitle has o dvy-eather mmrzt‘ky"af;‘ 1,000 tons per
day and s the shortest route to the horder, anly 135 miles. In the ralny seesen,
- /o
bougeer, 1te capacity drope 40 39 tons per day.

e pajor iolend wetervay 1s the Mekong River system, which has o
capacity to move st lesst £,000 toms yer day south to the border froo Pluwe Fegh
with crsft rendily svelicdla. Thie cogucity conld be Incremsed dwrdng the high
waber sesscn. Sappliss otuld 2leo Ve poved noath to Btung Treng o bhe Heltthg
o oo paraliel route 13 which nov 1s estiruted to heve & cepacity of 3,650 tone
per day in the dry sensen snd L5TO tons per duy in the reloy semscs. From
Btung Treng supplies cold boe moved oo ronte 15, on tralls, o o mingy webersys
to W/PAVE forcss in Kontuw sod Platka provinces. At one time it was beliewed
that this vaa n~mm&z‘tmte with lase copacliy thm the lao corvidor, Tt
ronte 19 s pow estiseted to hove ¢ cagucliby of TOO tous per duy o the dry ses-
stm sl 850 tona vey Sy In the ralmy satson.

The cayecitiss of the wricue roxtes merticned sbove are aipected to

415
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remaln al approcizetely the smme level st the end of 1966. Althoupgh goods could
be moved to border crossing polnts on these routes, the South Vietmersese goversn.
ment bas cheek polats at the border crossinge of each of the major routes, with
ﬁg;mwmﬁmmxafrmﬁm 1, m:muaihﬁ!mw&éhmwzm:heéiﬂamuﬂ:m;mue;nnm
Wmm%mwmméa&mmmmm,tmik,:mémw.
T border crossing point on route 1, hovever, is eppsrently wder Viet Cong con-
tr0l, vith the msarest known South ?mm silitexy unite lovated sbost 15
mileg t0 the northeast.

- I omn e comelnded that vAith safficient trucks nad Srtvess svailible,
sl in the sdeeuce of slr interdiction, the total volume of supplice vhich could
h&aﬁuue@tﬂnﬁazth¢gmﬁ:aﬂsmmmmﬁwxuaexmalbewmwﬂ fopuwaad to the South
Vistrepsse border over the main routen. In addftion, supplies brought in through
lseser porte along the Culf of Siew could be moved by coestal end inlond weter

routes and over trails to the bordey sxan.

Ale
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I the land route through the Leotian Pashendle veve successfully inter-
atcted, the Commmists would be forced to fall back on the sea route and the
verdous routes through Combodin in order to supply thelr forces ia South Vietnmt.
Bowwe use pight be weds of an alrlift, although resort to such o procedure would
ve highly uolikely, considering US/GVH air suwperiority. Hovever, If even two
T-ak's conld get through each night to sirdrop supplies, they could deliver a
totnl of pearly Tive ¢one per doy.

e resent extersal logistic requirement of 12 tons per dmy pwobably
mhmm%w.thsmcﬁﬂwmm,WMMWM%@tmw
wolie, dnd an oocasional aledvop. If only ome o two mwll heks per day were
shile to eveds the Market Time blockede, ot lesst half the requiremant could be
fulfilled. The remainder would heve to come fram or through Combodia cr by eir.
Tarcugh o cosdised wse of nowmal conmercial chamels apd clandestine pescs the
Camapists could promme d nove noferote arowds of supiiles theough Combodin.
However, 1t is doubtful thet, through clsudesting xmm slone, they could mow,
on n sustained basis, the entire 12 toms of wilitary eugplies needed daily Yy
the VC/PAVE forvos in South Vietom. %mmmmmw%mw
that 1lliest truffic of this volune could hurdly clesr the port of Sihancukville
Mmm If the 12 fous could gctunlly de landed at Sihencukville or
otiwr points along the cosst, however, the Cormumnists could uwndabtedly move

thee: forwerd into Socth Vietnas. At o rdnlsum, the ability of the Comamiste to
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wove ool clandastinely through Comdodia would be sufficlsnt to provide an fuce-
tent adjunct to infiltretion of eupplies by ses.
mm.mkm@mw@mmrwmtmwfm
fighting cose in every eeven days vould be almost fmpossitle to fulfill without
wee of the land roube Duwoegh Laoce wvnlscs the Combodien Tovermment were openly to
pemit the use of its tersitary to support Commnlst military activities {n South
Viotoms. This 43 even move cbvicus in the case of the 1TO-ton logistic require-
mfwmm.fmmmmammmm. As podpted oot
revicusly, the Commists would have to be prepared to face subetestisl losses
uMMt@mmmmw@mamﬂmmm They
wight suecsed in thin endeovor for a fev vechs, tuot in the long mw the abtrilio
rate vould be 50 high that the coste would probably prove to be prohiditive.
Although the cepbility of the sumly aysten through Crobodia ie more than seven
times the moximw projection of 170 toms of dally extermal logletic spport, this
maﬁ 4'4%« -,4«2‘.%&«* M’(ff,u P

oagabllity could be used only 1f the Cmrfbodions,

A audfer
i Am Commmiste. Dven 4T this happened, the capadbility of YO/FAVH forces

$o vage vy In the centrul highlands of Boulth Vietnem sight be affected ses-
suzably By the outtlng off of the Popbandle route, lecouse H-bes-genepedipebemy-
believadaibet the central highlands area is more sesily and directly supplied
theough Xoos.
o2
ﬁahnhmmaitﬁuwzm$£ma&lﬁmiythﬂ:muﬁﬂﬂagzgé&&ecmwzﬁﬁ

oty in suppoet of the Viel Cong. Frinee Slhancuk has been paxtioculorly
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sepitive to allegntions that the Viet Cong ave wecelving vespons fyoe Crnibolin.
uﬁm{£a1$$5,1@rewmﬁ&m,ﬁﬁwummkauﬂwd-ﬁn&Iﬂﬂamwﬁkmﬁicwﬁﬂmﬂ,enmﬁﬁﬁﬁmztc
jmstitute sombrol procedures in the W.ﬁﬁw’i‘mﬁz, becauge oF Ress ro-
porte copoeruing poseible wie of the powk Ty the Commmiste. Other foctors pidi-
tating sgeiost & plgnificent expanedon of Coswmist supply opsrations through
Cmdodia inclnde: (1) the fsct thet the Commmisto would have to get Sibanouk's

{ ,
me&@m@mnmmmmm&m&mwzm.mm~

tion by such cut-and-out cooperstion aad (2} the Comamists themeelves mu/é%:iti
Jeepbum to establish o sejor supply route which would heve to depend o Sthenouk,
whop they adoubtedly conalder on the bnets of pest perfomence to be thoroughly
anreliable.

Beosnt Infozmation hos Dndicuted incressed use of Cembolfan territcry by
the Commnists, prbiculaxly In the exivere sorthesst sollent of the country.
large musbers of Viet Cong troops hove been reported 40 the Lomghat sres mad seriol
vigciaity of Canp le Rolland north to route 19, which are believed 4o indicate
Viet Cong sctivity. TAVY jorscmnel have reportedly infilirsted tbwough this sres
of Coxdbodfs and eome supplies hove reportedly been cerried Tros a worshouse o
mmmwﬁnﬁmmzstamz’zgmmmmmvmm
wap. It wog reported thet durisg o 15-&ay veriod mecrly 150 short tons weye moved
to the Viet Cung forees, or ebout 10 toms per day. This 1e the loweeut sumly

movement thoet bae been repcrted toking plece revently from scroes the Carbodlan
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borfer over any susteined period of time, tut it is considerebly lass than the 55
tons per day that would be needed by the present force under an escalsted level
of cambatk.

The imescapeble conclusion seers to be that the Commmiste in South Viet-
aen would be cut off from external logistic support of more thun 12 to 20 tons
mwwmmwmmmwxembmm,mcm
cmme cut actively and cpenly in their behslf. Ve belisve that the latter comtin-
geny 1s uniikely to ocour. It should be ept in mind, hovever, thet evesn with
12 %o 20 tons & day flowing in by the sea route and clandestinely through Cam-
boddn, the Commmists could waintain thelr mesent level of activity, could step
@ﬁwfmmwmnfm,Mcwmimwnmtfmw
88 mch a8 40 parcant provided the level of Tighting remeined sppraximately at
1%s present lavel.

Furthermore, it is highly imgwobedle thot conplete isterdiction of the
Panhandle roml systéem could be schisved by alr attack alone. Even with so-called
mmmmmzm,mmmmwmmmwmmmm-
Mfwwmmﬁtm,amarmimcrméhirﬁwalw
yericd ie about all that can be hoped for. Even vhere 1% 15 imposaible (o get
MW&WW&&WM@tWWM%M%W
Wmmmmmmrwmmﬁm. Bven if
a1l rosd wuffic through Lacs vere hrought to & helt smnll mnowrts of suplies
amﬁm&mmwmwm,my@m,mﬂ,mmm

using trails largely inyvisible from the alr.
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